
 

  



 

  



Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Allamakee County Board of Adjustments 

March 22, 2022 
 

Supervisors Office, First Floor, Courthouse, Waukon, IA  

Meeting was called or order at 5:00 P.M. by Chair Bernard Pratte.  

Roll Call of Commission Members:     Term Expires 

Chair  Bernard Pratte  Present   12/31/2026 
  Gene Averhoff  Present   12/31/2022 
Vice-Chair  Dennis Keatley  Present   12/31/2023 
  Ann Klees   Present   12/31/2024 
  VACANT       12/31/2025 

Staff Present: Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator; Mandy O’Neill, Administrative 
Assistant 

New Business:  Site Visit - Site Visit to Parcel ID: 0502200040, 578 Lonnings Dr. in 

consideration of a variance from the rear yard setback of 10’ rather than the 30’ 

required. After a tour of the sight and discussion. No decision was made.  

 

Adjourn: Klees made a motion to adjourn at 5:15 PM. Pratte seconded. MCU. 

Pratte declared the meeting adjourned. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator     Date 

  



Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Allamakee County Board of Adjustments 

March 29, 2022 
Supervisors Office, First Floor, Courthouse, Waukon, IA  

Meeting was called or order at 4:30 P.M. by Chair Bernard Pratte.  

Roll Call of Commission Members:      Term 
Expires 

Chair  Bernard Pratte  Present   12/31/2021 
  Gene Averhoff  Present   12/31/2022 
Vice-Chair  Dennis Keatley  Present   12/31/2023 
  Anne Klees   Present   12/31/2024 
  VACANT       12/31/2025 

Staff Present: Zoning Administrator Stephanie Runkle, and Mandy O’Neill 
Administrative Assistant.  

Others Present: Bonnie Smola, Melissa Collumn and Ric Zarwell via zoom. 
Colton & Tessa Willie, Merle Honn & Jim Pladsen in person. 

All Board Members voting AYE, unless noted. MCU means Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

**Meeting is being recorded and minutes are available in P & Z Office** 

Klees made a motion to approve the January 11 meeting minutes; Pratte 
seconded.  All In Favor. MCU. 

Keatley made a motion to approve the March 22 meeting minutes; Klees 
seconded.  All In Favor. MCU. 

Public Hearing:  

1. Tessa Willie (578 Lonnings Drive, Dorchester) Requesting a variance for a 
10’ rear yard setback where a 30’ setback is required for 10 concrete pads for 
camping. And one concrete pad at a 0’ side yard setback. Property is zoned 
A1 Agricultural. Runkle reads staff report to the board. Klees then asks if 
Willies have any alternative plans to show.  
 

Averhoff is concerned with erosion. Colton Willie states there will be a 
fence in place and vegetation and that they will haul dirt in. There will be 
plants and shrubbery. Averhoff asks what kind of fence they will place and 
Tessa states fiberglass posts that will stay with the property line. Klees 
states if someone gets their foot heavy on the gas pedal, they will be into 
the sand pit. Colton states it’s the same on the river side. Klees advises 
Colton but this time they’re creating something new, and safety is an 
issue. Keatley asks if campers can be angled and kept away from electric 
pedestal, and he also suggests a curbstop to prevent backing up too far. 
 



Averhoff asks if the county is liable for something the board has made an 
exception for. Runkle states there is liability of the county by granting such 
a Variance. If the county were to grant the Variance the County Attorney 
insists on a Limited Liability Waiver between the property owners and the 
County, which would limit the liability of the County in the event of harm or 
injury to people or property utilizing the Upper Iowa Resort Campground. 
Jill Kistler will assist Runkle in preparation of this waiver.  
 
Jim Pladsen asks how active the quarry is. Runkle states she spoke with 
Bill Croell and they are mostly pulling from the SW corner and about 2 
loads of sand per week.  
Colton states each site is 50’ long and they are 47’ apart from one 
another. Discussion then takes place of having the curbstop at 20’ to get 
axle weight at the front and the concrete pad 10’ from the electric 
pedestal. 
 

Klees made a motion and Averhoff seconded to approve a Variance of 20’ for the 

rear yard setback where 30’ would be otherwise required on the condition of:  

 

• Installation of a 4’ high fence at/near the rear yard property line with visible 

caution signs,  

• The installation of curb stops at 20’ from the rear yard property line,  

• Stabilization of the campsite grounds as needed with vegetation, 

• The signing of a limited liability waiver which absolves the county of any 

liability between the county and the owners of Upper Iowa Resort to be 

drafted and approved by the Assistant County Attorney,  

• Annual inspections of the campsite to be performed by the property owner 

to address possible erosion issues. 

 

Klees made a motion to adjourn at 5:30 PM. Keatley seconded. MCU. Pratte declared 
the meeting adjourned. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator     Date 

  



 

Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Allamakee County Board of Adjustments 

May 17, 2022 
Supervisors Office, First Floor, Courthouse, Waukon, IA  

Meeting was called or order at 4:30 P.M. by Chair Bernard Pratte.  

Roll Call of Commission Members:     Term Expires 

Chair  Bernard Pratte  Present   12/31/2021 
  Gene Averhoff  Present   12/31/2022 
Vice-Chair  Dennis Keatley  Present   12/31/2023 
  Anne Klees   Present   12/31/2024 
  Anastasia Cook  Present   12/31/2025 

Staff Present: Zoning Administrator Stephanie Runkle, and Mandy O’Neill 
Administrative Assistant.  

Others Present: Clark Mellick, Nathan Leas, Diane Nolting, Joe & Sarah 
Christen, Katelyn Abrams, Brian Vandebogart, Krystal Johnson, Lucy & Trevor 
Harwood, John Miller, Clark Stilwell and Nancy Harvey. 

All Board Members voting AYE, unless noted. MCU means Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

**Meeting is being recorded and minutes are available in P & Z Office** 

Klees made a motion to approve the agenda today; Averhoff seconded. All in 
favor. MCU. 

 
Averhoff made a motion to approve the March 29 meeting minutes; Keatley 
seconded.  All In Favor. MCU. 

Public Hearing:  

2. David & Jeanette Heitman (1911 Gun Tower Rd, Lansing) A petition 
request has been filed in consideration of a Variance in order to have a 
structure with a 5’ Front Yard Setback, where a 40’ would be required. The 
property is zoned A-1, Agricultural. Runkle states Heitman has been working 
on this variance for a long time, back to two years ago with previous Zoning 
Administrator, Tom Blake. Allamakee County Engineer, Brian Ridenour, 
states the County right of way is only 40’ on Gun Tower Road. Motion by 
Averhoff to approve an 18’ variance; Pratte seconded. All in favor. Motion 
Carried. 

 

3. Krystal Johnson (1206 Elon Drive, Waukon) A petition request has been 
filed in consideration of a Conditional Use in order to have a glamping site 
(campground) on her property. The property is zoned A-1, Agricultural. Laurie 



Moody, Environmental Health Sanitarian and Stephanie Runkle, Zoning 
Administrator went on a site visit to the property. There is no porta potty or 
electricity on site. There aren’t neighbors visible for 250’ to the East and 
North. Johnson states Air BNB covers insurance for the glamper person. 
Diane Nolting presented as an adjoining neighbor and has concerns about 
trespassing and fencing. Sheriff Mellick states no trespassing signs should be 
posted, as well as cameras and if there are noted issues, to contact the 
sheriff’s office with a license plate number. Discussion took place that the 
fence shall be agreed upon with Johnson and Nolting for repairs. Keatley 
makes a motion to approve the conditional use and that adjoining landowners 
come to an agreement for maintaining fence. Klees adds to the motion that a 
finalized porta potty plan needs to be made; Klees seconded. All in favor. 
Motion carried.  

 

 
4. Russel & Cynthia Berger (510 Radio Park Ln, Waukon) A petition request 

has been filed in consideration of a Variance in order to have a structure with 
a 17’ Front Yard Setback, where a 50’ would be required and a 0’ side yard 
setback, where 10’ would be required. The property is zoned C-1, 
Commercial. Dave Ericson completed a survey for the proposed building site. 
Joe & Sarah Christen explained their objection due to blocking their view. 
Clark Stilwell voiced concerns about blocking the easement to the storage 
units. Trevor Harwood, renter and buying property on contract from Russel & 
Cynthia Berger, states the sheds siding will be vinyl to match the house and 
there will be 10’ side walls. Klees makes a motion to table a decision until a 
site visit is completed; Cook seconds. All in favor. Motion carried. A site visit 
has been scheduled for May 23 at 4:30 with a meeting at the courthouse 
afterwards to make a decision. 

 
 
5. Nathan Leas (604 Old Sixteen Rd, Waterville) A petition for a Variance has 

been filed in order to have a Salvage Yard at his property in order to maintain 
and repair cars. This property is zoned Industrial-1 and would need to be 
zoned I-2 to have a salvage yard. Leas is asking for a use variance to have a 
salvage yard within his current zone. Discussion took place on used oil 
placement, as well as spent batteries and tires. Leas states he has a waste oil 
burner and will follow DNR & EPA regulations. Runkle states in essence, no 
body wants a salvage yard next to them due to visual barriers. There will be 
junk vehicles along West woods line and a fence along the road from the 
shop to the South. This is in an area along the Driftless Scenic Byway and 
Runkle hasn’t heard a response from them. Leas states he needs to obtain a 
salvage license to buy and sell catalytic converters. Klees makes a motion to 
send this case to Planning & Zoning Commission to have property rezoned to 
I-2 prior to a conditional use permit; Cook seconded. All in favor. Motion 
carried. 

 



Katelyn Abrams was here to present on behalf of her and her husband Micah’s 
property at 1121 Park Rd, Waukon. Her husband and father, Dave Howard, 
would like to build a shed and per Howard’s banker, he must have ownership in 
the property. The Board of Adjustments agreed to hear the variance application, 
to create a parcel less than 3 acres, at the next meeting on June 14.  

 
 

Keatley made a motion to adjourn at 6:30 PM. Klees seconded. MCU. Pratte 
declared the meeting adjourned. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator     Date 

  



Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Allamakee County Board of Adjustments 

May 23, 2022 
Site Visit at 510 Radio Park Lane, Waukon, Iowa @ 4:30 with a continuation 

 @ 5:15 in Supervisors Office, First Floor, Courthouse, Waukon, IA  

4:30 Site Visit: 510 Radio Park Lane, Waukon Iowa  

Roll Call of Commission Members:     Term Expires 

Chair  Bernard Pratte  Present   12/31/2026 
  Gene Averhoff  Present   12/31/2022 
Vice-Chair  Dennis Keatley  Present   12/31/2023 
  Ann Klees   Present   12/31/2024 
  Ana Cook   Absent   12/31/2025 

Staff Present: Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator 

Others Present: Trevor Harwood, Lucy Harwood, Joe Christen, and Sarah 

Christen  

The Board of Adjustments arrived at 510 Radio Park Lane. The board was told the 

new revised garage plans by the Harwoods. The Harwoods had changed their 

plans from a 50’ x 32’ garage with a boat upholstery business to a 26’ x 26’ 

garage. Zoning Administrator, Stephanie Runkle, Board Member Ann Klees, and 

Trevor Harwood measured out the new building area so everyone could get a 

visual. After discussion the Board went back the Supervisor’s room for the 

meeting. 

 5:15 Board of Adjustments meeting the Supervisor’s Office 

Meeting called to order at 5:15 P.M. by Chair Bernard Pratte.  

Roll Call of Commission Members:     Term Expires 

Chair  Bernard Pratte  Present   12/31/2026 
  Gene Averhoff  Present   12/31/2022 
Vice-Chair  Dennis Keatley  Present   12/31/2023 
  Ann Klees   Present   12/31/2024 
  Ana Cook   Absent   12/31/2025 

Staff Present: Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator  

Others Present: Trevor Harwood, Lucy Harwood, Joe Christen, and Sarah 
Christen  

New Business: Continuation of consideration of application of a variance at 510 

Radio Park Lane, Waukon IA 52151. At the Site visit Trevor and Lucy explained 



that they were willing to reduce the size of their structure from a 50’ x 32’ garage/ 

boat upholstery to a 26’ x 26’ garage. Zoning Administrator Runkle had drawn up 

a site plan with the new dimensions and passed it around. Pratte asked about the 

official variance request which in now a 41’ front yard variance where a 50’ one is 

required and a 6’ +/- depending on the exact location of the property line. The 

building is to be 26’ east of the sidewalk to the front door. Averhoff asks the 

Christens if they can compromise on these new variances and the Christens said 

they could. Klees made a motion to approve the new plan of a 41’ front yard 

setback and a 6’ +/- side yard setback with the garage construction starting at 

the easterly side of the front door sidewalk and continuing east for 26’. Keatley 

seconded the motion, All in Favor, MCU. 

 

Adjourn: Pratte made a motion to adjourn at 5:26 PM. Klees seconded. MCU. 

Pratte declared the meeting adjourned. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator     Date 

 

  



Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Allamakee County Board of Adjustments 

June 14, 2022 
Supervisors Office, First Floor, Courthouse, Waukon, IA  

Meeting was called or order at 4:30 P.M. by Chair Bernard Pratte.  

Roll Call of Commission Members:     Term Expires 

Chair  Bernard Pratte  Present   12/31/2026 
  Gene Averhoff  Present   12/31/2022 
Vice-Chair  Dennis Keatley  Present   12/31/2023 
  Anne Klees   Present   12/31/2024 
  Anastasia Cook  Absent   12/31/2025 

Staff Present: Zoning Administrator Stephanie Runkle, and Mandy O’Neill 
Administrative Assistant.  

Others Present: Dave Heitman, Dave Howard & Kaitlyn Abrams 

All Board Members voting AYE, unless noted. MCU means Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

**Meeting is being recorded and minutes are available in P & Z Office** 

Keatley made a motion to approve the agenda today; Klees seconded. All in 
favor. MCU. 

 
5/17/22 Minutes: Averhoff made a motion to approve; Pratte seconded. All in 
favor. MCU 

 
5/23/22 Minutes: Klees made a motion to approve; Keatley seconded. All in 
favor. MCU 

 

Old Business: 

Dave Heitman present to discuss the 18’ variance he was granted on 5/17/22. 
Dave explained his fence line being 5’ from the 20’ set back and he would like 
more of Brian’s input. Board members are ok with whatever Brian says as his 
opinion was influential in the decision. 

Public Hearing:  

6. Micah & Katelyn Abrams (1121 Park Rd, Waukon) 

The petition request is in consideration of a Variance for a future subdivision 
with a parcel less than 3-acres in an A-1 zoned area where a 3-acre minimum is 
required. parcel. Micah and Katelyn’s father, Dave Howard, would like to build a 
shed and per Howard’s banker, he must have ownership in the property to 
protect him financially. After discussion, Averhoff makes a motion to accept the 



variance but that the property must stay under the same ownership once 
subdivided/Keatley seconded. All in favor. MCU 

 

Keatley made a motion to adjourn at 5:30 PM. Klees seconded. MCU. Pratte 
declared the meeting adjourned. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator     Date 

  



Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Allamakee County Board of Adjustments 

July 19, 2022 
Supervisors Office, First Floor, Courthouse, Waukon, IA  

Meeting was called or order at 4:30 P.M. by Chair Bernard Pratte.  

Roll Call of Commission Members:     Term Expires 

Chair  Bernard Pratte  Present   12/31/2026 
  Gene Averhoff  Present   12/31/2022 
Vice-Chair  Dennis Keatley  Present   12/31/2023 
  Anne Klees   Present   12/31/2024 
  Anastasia Cook  Present   12/31/2025 

Staff Present: Zoning Administrator Stephanie Runkle, and Mandy O’Neill 
Administrative Assistant.  

Others Present: Cecil & Sheila Bruhl 

All Board Members voting AYE, unless noted. MCU means Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

**Meeting is being recorded and minutes are available in P & Z Office** 

Klees made a motion to approve the agenda today; Cook seconded. All in favor. 
MCU. 

 
6/14/22 Minutes: Klees made a motion to approve; Keatley seconded. All in 
favor. MCU 

 

Old Business: None 

Public Hearing:  

7. Cecil & Sheila Bruhl (1809 Shamrock Ln. Waterville) 

The petition request is in consideration of a Conditional Use in order to have a 
temporary camper on their property while they build a home. The property is 
zoned R-2, Residential. Three neighbors sent in responses, all in favor of the 
camper usage during construction. The Bruhls understand once the construction 
is complete, the camper can no longer be used as a living space. Pratte makes a 
motion to approve the Conditional Use; Keatley seconded. All in favor. MCU 

 

Discussion took place to schedule a Board of Adjustments meeting the fourth 
Tuesday of every month for ease of paperwork compliance. Board agrees to this 
and if paperwork isn’t turned into the office by the first week of each month, they 
will be notified a meeting will not be held that month. 



Pratte made a motion to adjourn at 5:03 PM. Klees seconded. MCU. Pratte 
declared the meeting adjourned. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator     Date 

  



Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Allamakee County Board of Adjustments 

August 23, 2022 
Supervisors Office, First Floor, Courthouse, Waukon, IA  

Meeting was called or order at 4:30 P.M. by Chair Bernard Pratte.  

Roll Call of Commission Members:     Term Expires 

Chair  Bernard Pratte  Present   12/31/2026 
  Gene Averhoff  Present   12/31/2022 
Vice-Chair  Dennis Keatley  Present   12/31/2023 
  Anne Klees   Present   12/31/2024 
  Anastasia Cook  Absent   12/31/2025 

Staff Present: Zoning Administrator Stephanie Runkle, and Mandy O’Neill 
Administrative Assistant.  

Others Present: Elmer Miller, Becky Lickiss 

All Board Members voting AYE, unless noted. MCU means Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

**Meeting is being recorded and minutes are available in P & Z Office** 

Klees made a motion to approve the agenda today; Pratte seconded. All in favor. 
MCU. 

 
7/19/22 Minutes: Klees made a motion to approve; Averhoff seconded. All in 
favor. MCU 

 

Old Business: None 

Public Hearing:  

1. Elmer Miller at 1288 Grant Rd, Waukon  
The petition request is in consideration of a Conditional Use to have a Home 
Industry Meat Processing business to include meat locker and retail sales in a 
new building on his property. The property is zoned A-1, Agricultural. Four out of 
nine neighbors sent in responses, three in favor of and one opposed to. Runkle 
presents stating the state of Iowa is encouraging small on farm food processing 
businesses since COVID. The ability to operate a meat processing business is 
only allowed in I-2 zoning which is more of a large scale meat-packing facility, so 
after a discussion with Jill Kistler, Allamakee County Assistant Attorney, a 
Conditional Use would be allowed as a Home Industry in Ag Zoning. Miller 
presents that per month he plans to butcher 20-30 beef, 15-20 pigs and deer 
during hunting season. He plans to have 1 person as hired help from Fall to 
Spring. In the summer time Miller works construction. He will have thermal king 
cooling units. Miller has been in touch with DNR for all his permitting necessary 



through them and for information on land applying the blood. He can land apply 
1,500 gallons per 1 acre per day. He has also been in touch with John Cota 
about hauling blood to city sewer. All inspections are State of Iowa based for 
now, but if he chose to operate as a resale business then he would have Federal 
inspections. The blueprints for building plans all get approved through IDALS 
with Janis Hochstetler. Two water tests per year are required to operate. 
Discussion took place of CWD with deer. Rendering trucks do not pick up a deer 
carcass, so research needs to be done yet for disposal.   
Averhoff makes a motion to approve the Conditional Use for Home Industry with 
the condition      that all permits are obtained from USDA, IDALS, IDNR; Pratte 
seconded. All in favor. MCU 
 
 
 

2. Les & Becky Lickiss at 933 Iowa River Drive, Dorchester 
The petition request is in consideration of a Conditional Use to have a Home Industry 
Meat Processing business to include meat locker and retail sales in a newly built 
building. The property is zoned A-1, Agricultural. Three neighbors were sent notices and 
zero responded. The ability to operate a meat processing business is only allowed in I-2 
zoning, so after a discussion with Jill Kistler, Allamakee County Assistant Attorney, a 
Conditional Use would be allowed as a Home Industry in Ag Zoning. Lickiss presents 
that per week her husband plans to butcher 2 cows, 3-5 pigs and deer during hunting 
season. Runkle notes the flood plain permits are in processing right now and pending 
review. Lickiss states the communication has been a potential build up in the grassy area 
of 3’ to be above flood plain level, but nothing is finalized. Sweeney Builders has 
proposed a bid that is six times higher than others, but they need the concrete barrier for 
flood protection. A building permit will not be issued until flood plain permits are in place. 
They will have holding pens, which animals cannot be in more than 24 hours, and they 
will have kill pens. Discussion took place on the well. Records in the office indicate the 

artesian well was plugged in 2003 and a new well was drilled then. Klees makes a 
motion to approve the Conditional Use for Home Industry with the condition that 
all permits are obtained from USDA, IDALS, IDNR and that a retaining wall and 
flood plain mitigation are in place to protect the building and holding tanks. 
Keatley seconded. All in favor. MCU 

 
 

Klees made a motion to adjourn at 5:34 PM. Pratte seconded. All in favor. MCU.  

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator     Date 

  



Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Allamakee County Board of Adjustments 

September 27, 2022 
Planning and Zoning Office at Allamakee County Courthouse, Waukon, IA  

Meeting was called or order at 4:30 P.M. by Chair Bernard Pratte.  

Roll Call of Commission Members:     Term Expires 

Chair  Bernard Pratte  Present   12/31/2026 
  Gene Averhoff  Present   12/31/2022 
Vice-Chair  Dennis Keatley  Present   12/31/2023 
  Anne Klees   Present   12/31/2024 
  Anastasia Cook  Absent   12/31/2025 

Staff & Others Present: Zoning Administrator Stephanie Runkle, and Mandy 
O’Neill Administrative Assistant. Wayne Barness 

All Board Members voting AYE, unless noted. MCU means Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

Keatley made a motion to approve the agenda today; Pratte seconded. All in 
favor. MCU. 

 
8/23/22 Minutes: Klees made a motion to approve; Averhoff seconded. All in 
favor. MCU 

Old Business: Discussion update on Nathan Leas property. Planning and 
Zoning has approved the zoning change. Leas will now be applying for the 
Conditional Use permit.  

Public Hearing:  

1. Wayne Barness- Lots 9 & 10 Kains Switch Estates Sub-Div. 
The petition request is in consideration of a Variance in order to have two lots 
less than three acres each. These lots are already recorded and combined come 
to 4.18 acres. It is Bareness’s intention to sell them separately. The property is 
zoned A-1 and has a 3-acre requirement. Barness explains that the current 
neighbor is buying one lot and the neighbor’s son is buying the other. Runkle 
explained the bluffland and showed a map of the right of way, bluff and 40’ 
setback. Driveway rites were given from Joel Monroe, Iowa DOT in the past. 
Runkle read the conclusion in her staff report to the board: 

This Variance would create two lots similar to what is already in use at 
Kain Switch. While this Variance will split the lot and make the 3-acre 
requirement no longer standing, it is worth mentioning this does not 
guarantee the two lots will be buildable. The lots are subject to the 
Bluffland Protection District and Setbacks and there is no guarantee of 
space for septic or a driveway permit which would be from the IDOT. 
I recommend the approval of this variance for two lots at less than the 3-
acre requirement. 



 
Klees makes a motion to approve the Variance; Averhoff seconded. All in favor. 
MCU 

 

Klees made a motion to adjourn at 5:08 PM. Averhoff seconded. All in favor. 
MCU.  

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator     Date 

  



Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Allamakee County Board of Adjustments 

October 25, 2022 
Planning and Zoning Office at Allamakee County Courthouse, Waukon, IA  

Meeting was called to order at 4:30 P.M. by Chair Bernard Pratte.  

Roll Call of Commission Members:     Term Expires 

Chair  Bernard Pratte  Present   12/31/2026 
  Gene Averhoff  Present   12/31/2022 
Vice-Chair  Dennis Keatley  Present   12/31/2023 
  Anne Klees   Present   12/31/2024 
  Anastasia Cook  Present   12/31/2025 

Staff & Others Present: Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator, John O’Neill, 
Larry Meinholz, Les Lickiss, Nathan Leas and Mandy O’Neill Administrative 
Assistant.  

All Board Members voting AYE, unless noted. MCU means Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

Klees made a motion to approve the agenda today; Keatley seconded. All in 
favor. MCU. 

 
9/27/22 Minutes: Pratte made a motion to approve; Klees seconded. All in favor. 
MCU 

Public Hearings:  

1. Lawrence Meinholz- 2350 Sweet Ridge Dr. Harpers Ferry, Iowa.  
The petition for a Variance request is in consideration of a Variance in 
order to have one parcel less than three acres. This property is zoned A-1, 
Agricultural which has a 3-acre minimum requirement. Meinholz states 
that in 2011 he and his wife built a new home on the current 180 acre 
parcel due to medical issues and her needing a one level handicap 
accessible home. They rent out the older home on the property which is 
proposed in the acreage split of the new parcel and the renter would like 
to purchase the property. The proposed crop land in the 1.5 acres is 
space for future septic needs should a new one need to be installed and 
the well is located in between the shed and house, so need to have 100’ 
separation distance from the well. Keatley makes a motion to approve the 
variance to have a parcel less than three acres; Averhoff seconded. 
Klees-Nay. Motion Carried 4:1.  
 
2. Leslie and Rebecca Lickiss at 933 Iowa River Dr. Dorchester, 

Iowa.  
The petition request is in consideration of a Variance in order to reduce 
the Front Yard Setback to 10’ where a 40’ setback is otherwise required. 



This property is zoned A-1, Agricultural. Lickisses received a conditional 
use permit for a meat processing facility on August 23, 2022. A Flood 
Plain permit has been obtained from DNR and correspondence from Core 
of Engineers. They have to bring the elevation up to 668’ and plan to do 
so with rock and 6’ concrete walls. No new driveway will be built, they will 
be using the existing driveway. Two holding tanks will be placed- one for 
bathroom and one for blood. The variance is requested due to County 
Right of Way being 93’ and having to build up so far with the flood plain 
elevation, if they can be 10’ off the right of way to begin building this will 
help with the elevation. Klees makes a motion to approve the variance for 
a 10’ front yard setback; Pratte seconded. All in favor. MCU 
 
 
 
3. Nathan Leas at 604 Old Sixteen Waterville, Iowa  

A petition for a Conditional Use Permit has been filed in order to have 
a Salvage Yard. Leas is interested in selling catalytic converters and a 
salvage yard is required in order to do so. Conditional I-2 Zoning with a 
vegetative screen was approved at the Planning & Zoning meeting on 
9/22/22 and went through the three readings with the Supervisors, 
becoming finalized 10/24/22. Leas has done all that’s been asked of 
him and Runkle states she has been to the site three times and each 
time the placement and vehicles are different. Averhoff makes a 
motion to approve the conditional use; Pratte seconds. All in favor. 
MCU. 

 
Runkle notes there is a meeting scheduled next week, November 1st as a 
special meeting. If no documents come in by November 9th, the regular 
meeting on 11/22 will not take place. A decision was made not to have a 
meeting in December. The next scheduled meeting will take place on 
January 24, 2023.  

 
 

Klees made a motion to adjourn at 5:50 PM. Keatley seconded. All in favor. 
MCU.  

 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator     Date 

  



Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Allamakee County Board of Adjustments 

November 1, 2022 
Planning and Zoning Office at Allamakee County Courthouse, Waukon, IA  

Meeting was called to order at 4:30 P.M. by Chair Bernard Pratte.  

Roll Call of Commission Members:     Term Expires 

Chair  Bernard Pratte  Present   12/31/2026 
  Gene Averhoff  Absent   12/31/2022 
Vice-Chair  Dennis Keatley  Present   12/31/2023 
  Anne Klees   Present   12/31/2024 
  Anastasia Cook  Absent   12/31/2025 

Staff & Others Present: Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator, Angie Colsch 
and Mandy O’Neill Administrative Assistant.  

All Board Members voting AYE, unless noted. MCU means Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

Keatley made a motion to approve the agenda today; Pratte seconded. All in 
favor. MCU. 

 
10/25/22 Minutes: Klees made a motion to approve; Pratte seconded. All in 
favor. MCU 

Public Hearings:  

Bruce & Angela Colsch- 2572 Sand Cove Rd New Albin, IA  
A petition has been filed in consideration of a Variance in order to have 
one lot less than the three acres required of an A-1 Zoned property. 
Discussion took place on the septic and well, both of which are new. 
Angela states by not allowing the variance, a hardship will be created. Her 
son is buying this lot from them. He has been remodeling this home for 
awhile now and in order to have the first time homeowners loan, he needs 
to own the property. Per the bank, a septic and well share agreement 
needs to be completed. Keatley makes a motion to approve the variance 
as it stands; Pratte seconds. AIF MCU  

 
 

Klees made a motion to adjourn at 5:00 PM. Keatley seconded. All in favor. 
MCU.  

 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stephanie Runkle, Zoning Administrator     Date 


